
 

 

ANDREW J. YOUNG 
 
 
 
Andrew Young has always viewed his career through the lens of his first career— that of an ordained minister. His work for civil and 

human rights, his many years in public office as a U.S. Congressman, United Nations Ambassador and Mayor of Atlanta, his leadership of 

the Atlanta Olympic Games, his advocacy of investment in Africa through Good Works International, and the establishment of the Andrew J. 

Young Foundation are all in response to his call to serve. 

Ambassador Young brings a unique perspective, honed by his wealth of experience in national and global leadership, to his focus on this 

era’s challenges. He was greatly influenced by Mahatma Gandhi, and 

confronted segregation with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and galvanized a 

movement that transformed a nation through nonviolence. Within the SCLC, 

Young coordinated desegregation efforts throughout the South, including the May 3, 1963 march against segregation during 

which participants were attacked by police dogs. King valued Young's work, trusting Young to oversee the SCLC when 

protests meant that King had to spend time behind bars. Young was a key strategist and 

negotiator during the Civil Rights Campaigns in Birmingham, Selma and Washington D.C., 

that resulted in the passage of Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

He was with King when the civil rights leader was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968.  

He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1972, the first African-American elected from the Deep South since Reconstruction. While in Congress, Young 

championed the causes of poor and working-class Americans and opposed efforts to increase military budgets. He served on the Banking and Urban Affairs 

and Rules Committees, sponsoring legislation that established a U.S. Institute for Peace, The African Development Bank and the Chattahoochee River 

National Park, while negotiating federal funds for MARTA (Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority), the Atlanta highway system and a new international airport for Atlanta. 



 

 

His support helped Jimmy Carter win the Democratic Party nomination and aided Mr. Carter’s subsequent election to the Presidency. 

In 1977, President Carter appointed Andy Young to serve as the nation’s first African-American Ambassador to the United Nations, 

where he negotiated an end to white-minority rule in Namibia and Zimbabwe and brought President Carter’s emphasis on human 

rights to international diplomacy. Young helped Carter transform the basis of American foreign policy, making human rights a 

central focus and arguing that economic development in the Third World, particularly in 

Africa, was in the best interest of the United States.  

Ambassador Young’s leadership as Mayor of Atlanta occurred during a recession and a 

reduction in federal funds for Cities. He turned to international markets for investments in Atlanta, attracting 1,100 new businesses, $70 billion in 

investment, and adding 1 million jobs to the region. He developed public-private partnerships to leverage public dollars for the preservation of Zoo 

Atlanta. 

Ambassador Young led the effort to bring the Centennial Olympic Games to Atlanta. As Co-Chair of the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games, 

he oversaw the largest Olympic Games in history in terms of numbers of participating countries, competing athletes and the number of spectators. He 

was awarded the Olympic Order, the highest award of the Olympic Movement. 

Ambassador Young retired from Good Works International, LLC, in 2012 after 

well over a decade of facilitating sustainable economic development in the 

business sectors of the Caribbean and Africa.  

Ambassador Young has received honorary degrees from more than 100 

universities and colleges in the U.S. and abroad. President Jimmy Carter 

awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and France awarded him the 



 

 

Legion d’Honneur, each presenting the highest civilian honor for that particular nation. He recently received an Emmy Lifetime 

Achievement award, and in 2011, his portrait became part of the permanent collection of the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery. 

President Bill Clinton appointed him founding chair of the Southern African Enterprise Development Fund. He is currently active 

in Africa through number of programs that his foundation oversees, and is also playing a key role in United Nation’s “Program for 

Infrastructure Development in Africa” through World Economic Forum, NEPAD, and United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa.  

He serves on a number of boards, including: the Martin Luther King Center for Non-Violent Social Change, Barrick Gold, the 

United Nations Foundation, the Atlanta Falcons, the Andrew Young School for Policy Studies at Georgia State University, and Morehouse College. He has remained active in Georgia's civic 

affairs and has continued to foster economic development in the developing world as a business consultant and as chairman of the Southern Africa Enterprise Development Fund. He is also 

the global spokesman of Operation Hope. He is also the Chairman of the Board of “Why Tuesday?” – a non- profit dedicated to America’s low voter turnout and the broken state of our voting 

system. 

Andrew Young Presents, the Emmy-nominated, nationally syndicated series of specials produced by Ambassador Young 

through the Andrew J. Young Foundation, Inc. is seen in nearly 100 American markets and worldwide through the American 

Forces Network. In this series, Andrew Young produced a famous special named “In The Footsteps of Gandhi – An Untold 

Story of Martin Luther King Jr. and Non-Violent Social Change”.  The Andrew Young Foundation documents, preserves 

and interprets Ambassador Young’s legacy of servant leadership in ending racism, war and poverty for current and future 

leaders. Ambassador Young wrote about his role in the fight for civil rights in two books: A Way Out of No Way (1994) and 

An Easy Burden: The Civil Rights Movement and the Transformation of America (1996). He has also written Walk in My 

Shoes: Conversations Between a Civil Rights Legend and His Godson on the Journey Ahead (2010). He is the father of 

four and the grandfather of eight. Ambassador Young and his wife, educator and civic leader Carolyn McClain Young, reside in Atlanta.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

"With extraordinary insight and humanity, Andrew Young brings to life major campaigns of the 

movement and illuminates with rare honesty the key personalities on all sides and their motives." An 

Easy Burden"  is required reading for everyone who wants to better understand Martin Luther King, Jr., 

the civil rights movement and the ongoing struggle for social justice that continues in his name.” 

                                                                                                                                                              -- Coretta Scott King 

 





 

 

From a mountaintop decision to go into the Christian ministry to the testing of his faith 

in the tumultuous events of the civil rights movement, Andrew Young shares the pivotal 

moments from his spiritual journey. 

 

“Way Out of No Way” is the story of one of the most well respected figures in America. Starting 

from childhood, Andrew Young describes his early life growing up in a middle class family during 

the great depression. Andrew Young describes how there was pressure on him to continue in the 

family business, yet he knew that there was something else in store for his life. From meeting his 

wife to working with Martin Luther King, this book takes you behind the scenes of the Civil 

Rights Movement, the marches and how the events were organized. Young describes his life after 

the movement from his meeting with President Carter, his position as US Ambassador, his time as 

Mayor of Atlanta, to the death of his wife. This is a touching book written about a man whose 

work has touched every American. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

        

   

 

 

 

 









 

 

                                                                                              



 

 

       

The 21st Century Definition of Freedom: Self-Determination for All 
 

In the 21st century, the definition of freedom was tied to what was going on in the wider world. And what was going on 

in the wider free world involved a handful of defining movements towards emerging democracies around the world -- 

from leaders like Nelson Mandela in places like South Africa, to leaders like Mahatma Gandhi in places like India, to 

leaders like Michael Collins in places like Ireland. 

And then of course here we have been blessed with leaders such as Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. and his strategy lieutenant 

(Ambassador) Andrew Young, leading a homegrown civil rights movement right here in the United States. And far from 

a 'black solution,' the civil rights movement, which I have always referred to as the third major paradigm shift for a 

nation after our freedom from Britain and our civil war, was to quote Ambassador Andrew Young, "always about 

redeeming the soul of America." 

In each of these places throughout the 20th century, the "issue" was race, the color line and social strife, and the cure was 

most always democracy. And the instrument to secure that democracy for all was in large part the right to vote for all, once 

democracy was solidly in place. 

The right to vote ultimately triggered real changes in public leadership, which triggered changes in important laws and the 

public policy that in turn governed fundamental issues of fairness, and fair play. I think it is fair to say today, looking back 

on the 20th century, that democracy indeed won this fight. 

While democracy continues to fight the good fight for space and place in our lives in important parts of the world -- not yet 

free to vote, dream and to create on their own -- for most of the world the issues we face today are different. 

Today the issue is not so much race, the color line and social strife, as it is class and poverty. Or put another way, 

"whether you are black, white, red, brown or yellow (for those in the U.S.) you just want to see some more green (as in 

U.S.currency)." Just look at say China, a staunch communist country which has unabashedly taken up the mantle of 

capitalism and at least a version of what we call free enterprise. 

The 20th century was marked by issues of race and the color line, and the 21st century is going to be marked, globally, 

by issues of class and poverty. 

The new definition of freedom today is self-determination. 

-- John Hope, President and CEO, Operation HOPE 

 



 

 

 

Links to news articles on Ambassador Andrew Young 

 

 

http://www.whut.org/whut/?p=4065 (A conversation with Ambassador Young, Howard University)  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/democrats-embrace-adding-photos-to-social-security-cards/2014/04/10/cfffe55a-c0cc-11e3-b574-f8748871856a_story.html  (President Clinton and 

President Bush support Ambassador Andrew Young’s idea of adding photos to Social Security cards)  

http://www.11alive.com/news/article/202578/40/1901-Georgia-elected-officials-failed-to-file-disclosures-on-time 

http://themadisontimes.themadent.com/article/29th-annual-dr-martin-luther-king-jr-city-county-observance-andrew-young-delights-crowd 

http://www.projectethics.org/news-articles/news-article.php?news-id=10485759584ff6f24b410214.71604097 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2014/04/09/7bc3b490-c044-11e3-b574-f8748871856a_story.html 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-hope-bryant/continuing-the-poverty-er_b_4313980.html  

http://www.harrywalker.com/speaker/Andrew-Young.cfm?Spea_ID=233 

http://www.examiner.com/article/civil-rights-champion-ambassador-andrew-young-celebrates-80 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/andrew-young-b-1932 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/as-we-approach-national-tax-day-operation-hope-and-ambassador-andrew-young-encourage-working-families-to-take-advantage-of-earned-income-

tax-credit-254406011.html 

http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/Andrew-Young-President-Barack-Obama-Photo-Option-Social-Security-Cards-254586291.html 

http://www.whytuesday.org/about/ 
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